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men whose opinions one must guess at. From Madame's manner, I think I can perceive that my neglect of the house for some time- past has not been useful. Perhaps there are other reasons. There are commotions in Brittany, and the Cointe de Thiard tells me that commotions arise from the Tiers, i.e., from some citizens disguised as peasants. Evidently it is a concert with the members of the Assemble. Go hence to the Louvre, and sup. Madame de Flahaut tells me that the Queen has told Vicq d'Azyr she has heard that the Bishop is a man of great abilities, and that it is worth while to have such men. Vicq d'Azyr said he was well assured, from one of his intimate friends, that Her Majesty would never have cause to complain of him. The Queen smiled and said she knew who that friend was, to which the physician replied, * Then Your Majesty will spare me the indiscretion of mentioning it.' He gave her the note I had written, and which Madame de Flahaut had copied for the purpose. The Queen said that, so long as M. Necker continues in office, she will not interfere in affairs."
"This morning [February 3d] M. de la Chaise calls, and I spend the rest of the morning with him. I try to persuade him to join me at once in an offer to M. Necker on the debt, but he is afraid. I show him the advantages of which the plan is susceptible, and the facility of the execution, but he dares not. He recommends it to me very strongly to go to Holland, and I think I shall take his advice. Dine at tbe Palais Royal. An excellent dinner. Puisignieu, who is here, tells me that he finds that I was right in my ideas about the effect of the King's speech, and owns that he was mistaken. I whisper to Madame de Se'gur that this information has no effect either to alter or confirm that opinion, which is founded on what I conceive to be the nature of man. It is a very strange thingleased. He is one of thosesuspend
